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WHITE PLAINS OPENS HAYES SCULPTURE EXHIBIT 

Year-Long 62-Piece Installation is Largest for City and Artist

White Plains, NY — Mayor Joseph M. Delfino announces today that the opening of the 30-year retrospective of the work of American master sculptor David Hayes will take place in the Rotunda of City Hall, 255 Main Street, between 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 11, 2008.

More than 60 large-scale sculptures installed during the past few months now weave shape and color through both public and private space in the city’s varied suburban neighborhoods and downtown residences and businesses.  The year-long, 24/7 exhibit is the largest for both the city and the artist, whose works are included in the permanent collections of prominent museums around the globe.








 





Widely regarded as one of America’s great living sculptors, Mr. Hayes creates dynamic art from flat sheets of painted steel, welded and bolted into forms that, despite their true density, seem to defy gravity.   He and members of his family are eager to discuss his work with guests at the reception catered by The Iron Tomato.

According to the artist, “The analogy of a pebble thrown into a pond which creates expanding circles applies to contemporary sculpture placed in unfamiliar surroundings, creating responses among viewers that range from startled or puzzled to then familiarity and acceptance.  Sculptures seen in all kinds of light and in a natural environment are quite different from pieces shown in art galleries. In time perhaps they incite some expansion of the viewer's response to art works, with an awakening of curiosity and interest in this realm of expression.”






Mayor Delfino sees the exhibit as yet another aspect of the city’s Renaissance.  “In the last 11 years, White Plains has become home to world-class business, restaurants and shopping,” he said.  “Now, with the opening of the Hayes exhibit, we have a truly world class cultural experience with sculptures rising up from our city’s parks and plazas.”  
Mayor Delfino is also pleased with the unprecedented community involvement the exhibition enjoys. On a recent Sunday afternoon, local neighborhood associations responded to the Mayor’s invitation to “build art” with the sculptor.  Residents gathered at Tibbitts Park with wrenches in hand to assemble and install 6 sculptures.   In addition, the Mayor said, “everywhere you go in the city, people are talking about the art.  And it’s become a matter of prestige with organizations vying for sculpture on their property.  If one school or church has a Hayes, they all want one.”

White Plains Commissioner of Recreation and Parks Arne Abramowitz enjoys seeing the exhibit unify the various areas of White Plains.  “We’ve steadily grown our outdoor sculpture inventory over the last few years with exhibits in the downtown area and the Library Plaza,” he said.  “The Hayes show, however, traverses the entire city, uniting our neighborhoods, open space and parks, houses of worship, schools, public spaces, the train station and business district.”  

The Heyman Properties office building, One North Broadway, with its Plaza on Main Street, has 12 Hayes installations, including wall reliefs.  “White Plains Plaza and Heyman Properties are pleased to support this outdoor art exhibition because we are strong believers in public spaces and the power of art to enliven them,” said Larry Heyman, Heyman Properties’ Vice President, Acquisitions. “David Hayes’ colorful sculptures are sure to animate the spaces they’re in and engage the people who see them.”
###

About the artist David Hayes:

David Hayes was born in Hartford, Connecticut and received an A.B. degree from the University of Notre Dame in 1953 and a M.F.A. degree from Indiana University in 1955 where he studied with David Smith. He has received a post-doctoral Fulbright award and a Guggenheim Fellowship. He is a recipient of the Logan Prize for Sculpture and an award from the National Institute of Arts and Letters. He has had over 300 exhibitions and is included in over 100 institutional collections including that of the Museum of Modern Art and the Guggenheim Museum in New York. He resides in Coventry, Connecticut.
For more information about David Hayes and a preview of the White Plains Exhibit, visit  www.davidhayes.com
