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12 large sculptures come to Syracuse

Syracuse, NY – Twelve large sculptures by the artist David Hayes are coming to Syracuse for one year. The City of Syracuse, the Cultural Resources Council, the Downtown Committee, the Everson Museum and the 40 Below Public Arts Task Force are collaborating with the artist to mount this outdoor exhibition on downtown streets and parks. This is the largest show of contemporary sculpture to ever come to Syracuse, which is free and open to the public.
The steel sculptures will go up in downtown public spaces including the  M.O.S.T. Park, the Greenspace at the intersection of West Fayette, Walton, and West Streets, Columbus Circle, the City Place Park between City Hall Commons and the State Tower Building, Walton and West Streets, the Red House and the Syracuse University Warehouse. Called “Sculpture in Syracuse,” this novel initiative brings exceptional art to the Syracuse residents, students and visitors.  The show places sculpture where residents live, work and play and allows people to interact with the work on their own terms.

Syracuse’s Acting Public Art Coordinator, Kate Clark, initiated the project working with David M. Hayes, the son of David Hayes, one of America’s great living contemporary sculptors. All involved agree that this project is envisioned as a catalyst for invigorating public art in downtown Syracuse.  This outdoor exhibition is the most recent public art initiative by a collaboration of community partners to bring art onto the city streets in ways that engage, excite and surprise. 

The sculptures will be installed Friday, April 27 in and around the downtown area. All the sculptures will be on public view and out of doors. The sculptures will stay up through May, 2008.

The Everson Museum exhibited Hayes’ sculptures in 1975 in a show curated by Sandra Trop, now the museum director. According to Sandra Trop, “This is a wonderful opportunity to bring David Hayes’ work to downtown Syracuse. He is well known in the art world.” 

Hayes’ sculptures have been seen in museums, sculpture parks, corporate settings and his home in Coventry, Connecticut for more than 50 years. A graduate of Notre Dame and Indiana University, he studied under David Smith and has had over 300 exhibitions. His sculptures are in the collections of over 100 museums around the world, including the Museum of Modern Art, the Guggenheim, and the Everson Museum of Art. 

Many of the sculptures range from 8 to 10 feet tall. Flat shapes are cut from steel using an acetylene torch in the shapes of patterns the artist finds in nature. These shapes are then welded or bolted together into sculptures and painted in bold colors. The exhibition will feature brightly colored naturalistic sculptures that will occupy urban settings centered around historic downtown Syracuse.

States Kate Clark: “This is a premiere exhibition where we focus on a major artist and bring his work right to the public.” She adds: “There will be something for everyone to appreciate, and in the process, we’ll enhance the reputation of Syracuse as a cultural destination.”

Mick Mather, Program Director at the Syracuse Cultural Resources Council notes, “My first impression was that Hayes’ work is quite challenging, because it’s minimal and abstract. But the purpose of art is to make you think and to make you have an emotional reaction. Hayes’ art elicits a lot of comments, a lot of questions.  I think that people will be surprised at how well they like it.”

The sculptures will be strategically placed throughout the downtown. “We want people to be surprised by encountering the art in unexpected venues.  The show will enhance the organic shapes of the sculptures as showcased in an urban setting.  We will also create a walking tour.” notes Clark.

“To have major examples of a major American artist’s work on downtown streets and parks is really quite unusual.  This will be a wonderful opportunity to experience David Hayes’ work and introduce the beneficial impact that public sculpture can have on the downtown Syracuse community.” Adds Merike Treier from the Downtown Committee of Syracuse. 

The Everson Museum’s Sandra Trop commented “We were really invigorated by the colors and sense of movement in Hayes’ sculptures.  We were so pleased to be able to welcome this noted artist’s presence in Syracuse.”

According to David Hayes, the artist, “The sculptures in this exhibition were selected not only for their relationship to the site but also for their compatibility with one another.  The vocabulary of forms that comprise the sculptures is enriched daily by discoveries that I find in nature. I feel that works of art in public places allow everyone to make their own judgments on the merits of the pieces. It exposes people to aesthetic qualities which might not consciously register but do serve as an enrichment of their daily lives and environment.” He adds: “The pieces all have titles but their interpretation is left entirely to the viewers who bring their own varied frames of reference and emotions to them and derive many interesting and varied reactions.”

Insurance and transportation funding was provided by the City of Syracuse, the Cultural Resources Council, and the Downtown Committee.

The sculptures arrive in Syracuse on April 27th de-assembled, and Hayes’ son, David M. Hayes, will help re-assemble the sculptures at their various locations around Syracuse. The artist’s wife, three sons, daughter and granddaughter help with every aspect of his work, including museum placements, publicity, logistical arrangements, photography, documentation, and installation. Says David, the son of the artist, “The whole family gathers together to do these shows. It’s great fun.” 

The sculptures are all out of doors and will be on display through the end of May, 2008. The exhibition is free and open to the public. For more information contact the Syracuse Economic Development office at (315) 448-8108. Self-guided tours and a walking map will be available shortly at http://www.ezsyracuse.com/Hayes.asp
# # #

About the City of Syracuse Economic Development Office:
The City of Syracuse Economic Development Office (EDO) is spearheading a new approach to government. We are cutting through the red tape to give you the green light to business growth. Our staff of professionals, with diverse business backgrounds, will work diligently to recommend the type of development assistance programs best suited for your business. 

http://www.ezsyracuse.com/
About the Everson Museum of Art:
In fitting with the works it houses, the Everson Museum building is a sculptural work of art in its own right. Designed by renowned architect I.M. Pei, the building itself is internationally acclaimed for its uniqueness. Within its walls, Everson houses roughly 11,000 pieces of art: American paintings, sculpture, drawings, graphics and one of the largest holdings of American ceramics in the nation.

The mission of the Everson Museum of Art is to preserve, exhibit, interpret, and enhance its collection of historical and contemporary American visual arts and its international ceramic collection. The Museum seeks to inspire, educate and enrich all people and integrate art into their lives through direct encounters with its own collections and temporary exhibitions.

http://www.everson.org/
About the artist David Hayes:

David Hayes was born in Hartford, Connecticut and received an A.B. degree from the University of Notre Dame in 1953 and a M.F.A. degree from Indiana University in 1955 where he studied with David Smith. He has received a post-doctoral Fulbright award and a Guggenheim Fellowship. He is a recipient of the Logan Prize for Sculpture and an award from the National Institute of Arts and Letters. He has had over 300 exhibitions and is included in over 100 institutional collections including that of the Museum of Modern Art and the Guggenheim Museum in New York. He resides in Coventry, Connecticut.

http://www.davidhayes.com/
About the Syracuse Cultural Resources Council:

The Cultural Resources Council was created to promote and support local cultural activity.  For nearly 50 years, the Council has developed and strengthen the arts and culture in Central New York and shaped a vital presence in our community. From school children to grassroots organizations, from individual artists to the general public, from our neighborhoods to downtown celebrations, the Council is committed to helping local artists showcase their creative works for the benefit of the community.

http://www.cspot.org/
About the Downtown Committee of Syracuse:
The Downtown Committee is a private, not-for-profit, professional downtown management organization, representing all property owners and tenants within the central business district. The organization was created by the City of Syracuse in 1975 at the request of the private-sector leadership. A special assessment district was created to provide the financial resources necessary to ensure the proper management of the area bound by Interstate 81, Interstate 690, Onondaga Creek, and Adams Street. The Downtown Committee undertakes programs to improve downtown's image, strengthen its economic base, increase its attractiveness, and assure that it's clean, safe, and accessible.

http://www.downtownsyracuse.com/
About the 40 Below Public Arts Task Force:

Syracuse Public Arts is leading the effort to initiate and identify quality public arts projects that work to create a sense of identity in Syracuse. This group is comprised of artists, community leaders and interested volunteers.
http://www.40belowsummit.com/taskforces/publicarts.php
# # #


Location map available at

http://www.davidhayes.com/syracuse_map.htm
and shortly at

http://www.ezsyracuse.com/Hayes.asp
Images available at

http://www.davidhayes.com/syracuse_photos.htm
Existing thumbnail images available at
http://www.davidhayes.com/syracuse1.htm
David Hayes full biography available at
http://www.davidhayes.com/bio.htm
David Hayes photo available at
http://www.davidhayes.com/dhphoto.htm
CD with high resolution CMYK images available, please call David M. Hayes at 607 432-7265 or email david@davidhayes.com
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