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40 large sculptures come to St. Lucie County, Florida

Fort Pierce, FL – St. Lucie County, Florida, the City of Fort Pierce, Florida and developer Core Communities have formed an unusual collaboration to mount one of Florida’s largest exhibitions of outdoor sculpture ever. Over 40 large steel sculptures will go up in public spaces for a yearlong exhibition. Called “Exhibit Without Walls,” this novel initiative brings exceptional art to the residents of the Treasure Coast.  Freed from the confines of museum walls, the show places sculpture where residents live, work and play and allows people to interact with the work on their own terms.

St. Lucie County’s Director of Cultural Affairs, Jon Ward, initiated the concept as an element of the County’s Art in Public Places program, selecting the work of David Hayes, one of the country’s great living sculptors, to inaugurate what will be a significant regional biennial.  He then approached Fort Pierce’s Director of Development Ramon Trias to host a portion of the show in his city.  St. Lucie County Commissioner Doug Coward liked the concept so much that he enlisted the sponsorship of Core Communities’ president, Pete Heggener to house another portion of the exhibit at Core’s signature development “Tradition” in Port St. Lucie, Florida.

According to Ft. Pierce’s Trias, “This will be one of the largest and most comprehensive exhibits of David Hayes’ work anywhere in the world. He is a top name in the art world.” The Connecticut-based artist has been active for 50 years and is included in most major collections such as New York’s Museum of Modern Art and Guggenheim Museum.

Many of the sculptures range from 8 to 10 feet tall. Flat shapes are cut from quarter-inch steel using an acetylene torch in the shapes of patterns the artist finds in nature. These shapes are then welded or bolted together into sculptures. The exhibition will feature two distinct bodies of Hayes’ work:  brightly colored naturalistic polychromes and black architecturally-influenced Screen shapes.  Twenty-five Screen  sculptures will occupy urban settings centered around historic downtown Ft. Pierce and an additional fifteen of the multicolored polychrome pieces will be installed in the open greenways throughout Port St. Lucie’s “Tradition.”

States Ward: “This is the premiere edition of a sculptural biennial program where we focus on one artist at a time, showing the viewer a stream of consciousness, a continuum in the artist’s creative process.” He adds: “We’ll expose our audience to a lot of different styles over the ensuing years. Hopefully, there will be something for everyone to appreciate, and in the process, we’ll definitely enhance the reputation of St. Lucie County as an emerging cultural force.”

Ramon Trias notes, “My first impression was that Hayes’ work is quite challenging, because it’s so minimal and abstract. A lot of people’s reactions are going to be: ‘What is this?’ And about the only answer you can give: ‘It’s art.’ But the purpose of art is to make you think and to make you have an emotional reaction. Hayes’ art elicits a lot of comments, a lot of questions. Now I’m surprised at how much I like it.”

Jon Ward adds: “We’ll tailor the different shapes to fit the various display opportunities and create walking tours.  In the more urban Ft. Pierce screen show, I want people to be surprised by encountering the art in unexpected venues.  The Tradition show will enhance the organic shapes of the polychrome pieces as showcased in their natural settings.  The physical size of the show is also impressive.  An average sculpture exhibition is usually six to ten pieces.  To have forty major examples of a noted artist’s work in one show is really quite unusual and difficult to coordinate.  This will be a wonderful regional opportunity to experience David Hayes’ work. ” 

Core Communities’ representative Jane Rowley commented “We were really invigorated by the colors and sense of movement in Hayes’ polychromes.  We were so pleased to be able to sponsor this noted artist’s presence in the inaugural edition of the sculptural biennial.”

According to the artist, “The Ft. Pierce pieces in this exhibition are from my Screen Sculpture series, begun in 1976 and continuing. They were selected not only for their relationship to the site but also for their compatibility with one another.  The interplay between solid and void attracts me, and the vocabulary of forms that comprise the sculptures is enriched daily by discoveries that I find in nature. The selection of natural forms, the positioning of those forms in relation to each other and to their voids is what makes the Screen Sculpture series an ongoing challenge for me.  In the polychrome collection displayed at Tradition, several of my most recent works are represented, with earlier pieces establishing a continuity.

He added: “I feel that works of art in public places allow everyone to make their own judgments on the merits of the pieces, particularly those who might never enter an art gallery or museum. It exposes people to aesthetic qualities which might not consciously register but do serve as an enrichment of their daily lives and environment. The pieces all have titles but the interpretation of them is left entirely to the viewers who bring their own varied frames of reference and emotions to them and derive many interesting and varied reactions.”

This exhibition was locally sourced and curated by Jensen Beach resident John Hayes, who worked  closely with Ward and Trias.

Opening receptions are slated for Tuesday November 30 at the Tradition clubhouse followed by the opening in the lobby of the Fort Pierce City Hall the next evening, Wednesday December 1.  Both openings are from 5:30 to 8:00 pm. The artist will be present. In the spring of 2005, a hardcover book documenting this exhibition will be available, at which time a separate gala event is planned for the book’s unveiling. The exhibition is free and open to the public through October, 2005.  For details, please contact the St. Lucie County Department of Cultural Affairs office at 772-462-2548.
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